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SYNOPSIS



DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

This is a film about medical lies, meaning doctors or families hiding the truth from the patients
about their diseases. But the film follows an intimate POV.

In fact, it all started a few years ago, when | learnt that a childhood friend, had cancer. Her
family and doctors decided that she mustn't know. They used a different term, to cover up the
real nature of her illness.

Triggered by this event, | started remembering that | have grown up immersed in this practice
of medical lies, in a family of doctors. So this inevitably brought up memories that took me
back to my childhood. A number of relatives and friends died without knowing the true nature
of their iliness, even though everyone around them knew about it, but everyone was
pretending.

| decided to make a film that followed the trajectory of this dive into my personal memories,
into these family stories from the past. Since | witnessed this as a child, the ambiguity of these
lies shaped my relationship with medicine.

At the heart of the film, there is the character of my father, who was involved in all these stories
and as a doctor is still involved in the medical affairs of those around him. It is by confronting
him that | seek answers. There is something in the doctor-patient relationship that reminds me
of the parent-child relationship. And even more so when there is a lie. What should you say to
a patient? What should you tell a child?



The starting point is always childhood, the memory distorted by time and by the eyes of a child.
And because it is carried from beginning to end by my own questions, the film is situated
between this childhood point of view and the adult conscience. | kept wondering why it is so
difficult to talk about illness? What concerns me, beyond our heritage of lying, is our
relationship with medical authority, the balance of power between doctor and patient.

The film is also a fight between generations, and genders. The filiation, a father and daughter
relationship, and above all a daughter talking prostate with her father...

After my father, | continued the investigation with my other relatives who are also doctors. For
me, doctors and family coincide, and this is the particularity of my approach and of my POV.
The question of medical lies is therefore treated from this intimate angle, and not just a
"scientific" one. | don’'t question ethics or laws, and I'm not looking for a general practice, but
for human subjectivities and intimate stories.

The film has a very hybrid form and is composed by different image sources. It balances
between a dreamlike, romantic tone on the one hand and a more realistic one on the other.
That's why one of the most important materials in this intimate quest are family amateur
archives.



Up until now, | have always stayed behind the camera, using it as a direct equivalent of my | also wanted the film's narrative to be guided by this female voice-over, in the second person

eyes. In this particular endeavor, being behind the camera could be potentially interpreted as singular, like a little voice that echoes in my head without letting go. Like a super-ego emanating
judgmental or accusatory, almost like an interrogation. This time my place is in front of the from the film.

camera, alongside my characters. | am a character of the film, leading the investigation, and

sharing the frame with them as | share the questions and the memories, the need to Olia Verriopoulou

understand.



OLIA VERRIOPOULOU

Born in Athens, Greece in 1992, Olia lives and works between and Athens & Paris, where she
studied cinema (Paris VII-Diderot, Ecole des Gobelins). In 2021, she directed her first short
Sacralisons. In 2025, she’s finishing two projects, La Premiére Image, her first fiction short,
and the feature documentary Stories of a lie.

For the past ten years she has participated in the programming and organization of film
festivals and labs (Les Ecrans Documentaires, Cinéma du réel, Champs-Elysées film festival,
Institut Francais, Greek Film Archive, Oxbelly Screenwriters Lab...).
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